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SYNOPSIS OF Çianni Schicchi 


The action takes place at Florence, ltaly, iu Ü99. The scene is the 
bedrooni o( liuoso Uonati, a well-to-du Florentine, who has just (lied. 
About the room, prcteiidiug to bc grief-stricken, are liuoso's relatives. 
What eacli une wants to find ont is whether he has been rentembered iu 
Huoso's will. Tlicy bcgiti to scarch the bouse for it, and after several 
l'aise alarins, Kinuccio locales it; there is great excitement as the entire 
group tries to read it at once. To evcryone's chagrin and anger it is 
fourni thaï liuoso has left everything to the church. 

Kinuccio, who loves Laurelta, the daughter of Gianni Schicchi, lias an 
idea. He urges thaï they should send for Schicchi, a man known for his 
crafty dealiugs. The boy Gherardino has, in fact, already been sent by 
Kinuccio to sunnnon liiin. The others neither like nor trust Schicchi, but 
avarice overcoines their objections and they welcome hint hopcfully when 
he arrives with his daughter. 

Schicchi soou grasps the situation and devises the plan of iinpcrsonat* 
ing liuoso and dictating a new will. Tlien lie warns everyonc of the 
necessity of inaintaining the inost guarded secrecy about the scheine. 
since anyone who lias a part in falsifying a document pertaining to a 
«lead man's property may, under the law. hâve his right hand eut off 
and be exiled front Florence. 

To evcryone's disntay, liuoso's physician, who knows nothing of his 
death, knocks at the door. llut Schicchi, imitatiug liuoso's voice, says 
he is bel ter — and very sleepy — and asks the doctor to return later. 

Schicchi, having dressed himsclf like Buoso and gotten into bed, the 
lawyer and two witnesses arrive. Schicchi dictâtes the new will, and gives 
trifling bequests to cach of the relatives, as they wait cagerly for the 
disposition of the villa, the mule, and the saw-mill at Signa. Each of 
these the *'sick" inan wills “to nty good friend, Gianni Schicchi." 

When the lawyer and the witnesses départ, ail rush at Schicchi, but he 
drives tlieni off with a club. Then they run wildly about, seizing anything 
of value they can put their hand upon. They rush out of the house with 
their arms full wliile Schicchi pursues tlieni. Meanwhile, Kinuccio has 
souglit l.aurctta on an adjoining halcony and Schicchi returns to the 
room to find the hivers together. Addrcssing the audience, he points 
to the loyers: "1 ask you, cnuld a better use be found for old liuoso's 
nioney?" 



